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The latest Bloomberg Innovation 

Index is out (2020 edition), and 

Germany has risen to first place, 
breaking South Korea’s six-year 

winning streak, while the U.S. fell one 

notch to No. 9. 
 

“Innovation is a critical driver of 

growth and prosperity. China’s move 

up the rankings, and the U.S. drop, is 

a reminder that without investment in 

education and research, trade tariffs 

aren’t going to maintain America’s 

economic edge.” –Tom Orlik, 

Bloomberg Economics chief 

economist 

 

The rankings are based on dozens 

of criteria centered around seven 

metrics: 

• For patent activity 

• For research personnel 

concentration 

• For tertiary education 

• For technology company 

density 

• For productivity 

• For manufacturing value added 

• For research and development 

expenditures 

 

The Bloomberg Innovation Index 

tries to measure and rank countries 

on the ability of their economies to 

innovate, which will be a key theme 

at the annual World Economic 

Forum in Davos, Switzerland taking 

place Jan. 21-24. 

 

While spending on research and 

development continues to be 

important, shifts in productivity and 

education effectiveness (among 

other factors) will continue to 

encourage significant changes in the 

index from year to year. 

 

What do you think? 

 

Does Bloomberg get it right or are 

there other innovation rankings or 

indexes that do a better job? 

Which is more important to the 

relative innovativeness of a country, 

efforts by the government or by 

industry? 

 

Which countries do the best job of 

achieving successful public/private 

partnerships to encourage 

innovation? 
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Braden Kelley  

Is Germany the world’s most 

innovative country? 

                                                                                                                                              



 

 

 
 

 

 

          Better Business Focus  June 2015 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

          Better Business Focus  June 2015 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

          Better Business Focus  March 2020 

  

 
24 

  

Important Notice 
© Copyright 2020, Martin Pollins, All Rights 

Reserved 
 

This article appeared in Better Business Focus, 

published by Bizezia Limited (“the publisher”). 
It is protected by copyright law and 
reproduction in whole or in part without the 

publisher’s written permission is strictly 
prohibited. The publisher may be contacted at 
info@bizezia.com  
 

Some images in this publication are taken 
from Creative Commons – such images may 
be subject to copyright. Creative Commons is 

a non-profit organisation that enables the 
sharing and use of creativity and knowledge 
through free legal tools. 
 

The article is published without responsibility 
by the publisher or any contributing author 
for any loss howsoever occurring as a 

consequence of any action which you take, or 
action which you choose not to take, as a 
result of this article or any view expressed 
herein.  

 
Whilst it is believed that the information 
contained in this publication is correct at the 

time of publication, it is not a substitute for 
obtaining specific professional advice and no 
representation or warranty, expressed or 
implied, is made as to its accuracy or 

completeness.  
 
Any hyperlinks in the article were correct at 

the time this article was published but may 
have changed since then. Likewise, later 
technology may supersede any which are 
specified in the article. 

  
The information is relevant within the United 
Kingdom. These disclaimers and exclusions 

are governed by and construed in accordance 
with English Law. 
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