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Coco Chanel lived a truly spectacular 

life. As well as creating one of the 

most iconic fashion brands in history, 

Chanel was an ardent advocate of 
gender equality and freedom of 

expression.  

 
The forward-thinking designer – 

née Gabrielle (Coco was her 

nickname) – was raised in an 

orphanage where the nuns taught 

her how to sew, and started her 

career as a singer in Paris cafes 

before eventually turning to 

design.  

 

Her personal life had its twists 

and turns as did her fashion label. 

During World War II Chanel was 

forced to close the business and 

only re-entered the world of 

fashion in 1954 when she was 71 

years old, because she was bored 

by the fashion of the time. 

 

Above all else, Chanel was 

irresistibly bold throughout her 

life.  Here are ten of her best 

quotes: 

1. If you’re sad, add more 

lipstick and attack. 

2. I don’t care what you think 

about me. I don’t think about 

you at all. 

3. The most courageous act is 

to think for yourself.  

4. Elegance is when the inside is 

as beautiful as the outside. 

5. A girl should be two things. 

Who and what she wants. 

6. Keep your heels, head and 

standards high. 

7. Beauty begins the moment 

you start to think for 

yourself. 

8. How many cares one loses 

when one decides to be not 

something, but someone. 

 

 

 

 

9. I don’t do fashion. I am 

fashion. The bags under my 

eyes are Chanel. 

10. Be with someone who ruins 

your lipstick and not your 

mascara. 
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