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One day, a school teacher wrote 
the following on a whiteboard, 

 

9×1=9  

9×2=19 
9×3=27 

9×4=36 

9×5=45 

9×6=54 

 
When the teacher was finished he 

looked to his students and some of 

the class began to laugh. When he 

asked them why, one student pointed 

out that the second equation was 

wrong.  

 

The teacher responded by saying, "I 

wrote the second one wrong on 

purpose to show you something very 

important. This is how some people 

will treat you. You can see that I 

wrote five other right answers, but 

only some of you gave me credit for 

that. Some of you laughed and 

criticized me for the one wrong thing 

that I did. Throughout your life, some 

people won’t appreciate you or what 

you do, and will put you down given 

an opportunity."  

 

Don’t be distracted by criticism. The 

only time that some people taste 

success is when they take a bite out of 

you. 
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