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Cindy loved school. When 

she was a young girl, she 
dreamed of being a lawyer. 

Or perhaps a teacher. 

Already, by the age of ten, 

she was the first girl in her 
family to receive a primary 

education. For this is 

Guatemala, where one in 

three children do not get to 

finish primary school.  
  

Then, in one afternoon, her hopes 

were shattered.  The school she 

attended was in financial difficulty 

and would need to close. Cindy 

spent several anxious weeks, 

hoping against hope for a miracle. 

She did not want to spend her 

entire life cleaning or selling 

tortillas by the side of the road. 

  

"The costs of local public schools 

were unimaginable" says Cindy, 

now aged 20 and in her fourth 

year of University studying law. 

"My family lived in a one bedroom 

house with metal sheets and a 

cement floor. There was no way 

to pay school fees and books. 

Loss of the school would have 

meant saying goodbye to my 

friends, working to earn money 

for meals and returning to a 

lifetime under metal sheets." 

  

When two strangers turned up in 

her classroom and announced that 

the school was saved, the whole 

class cheered with excitement. 

They didn't understand everything 

that was been said, but they 

understood one thing: their 

school was not going to close. It 

was the miracle that Cindy dared 

not hope for. 

  

School became even more 

important in the years ahead. As 

Cindy grew older her alcoholic 

father became more and more 

abusive so she took refuge in her 

studies; focusing on building a 

brighter future for herself. With 

the support and encouragement 

of the Foundation, Cindy 

persevered; graduating first from 

primary school, then secondary 

school and then college. 

  

"You can succeed, no matter what is 

happening around you", says Cindy. 

"Life is not always easy and there are 

many things over which a child has 

no control. Nevertheless, you CAN 

succeed, if you want it enough." 

  

This month Cindy told the 

Foundation that she no longer 

needed a full scholarship for 

university. Furthermore, she has 

chosen to become a food sponsor 

for one of the youngest students, 

paying for this herself from the 

work she does in the school 

office. "I've been lucky to have the 

support of the Foundation for so 

many years and now that I'm OK; 

I think it's time that you give that 

support to somebody else.  

  

Cindy is extremely fond of Wilder 

who started reception this year in 

hospital being treated for 

bronchitis. Cindy hopes to be able 

to support him in the same way 

that she has been supported over 

the last 10 years. EFTC is proud 

of its new generation of sponsors. 
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This article appeared in Better Business Focus, 

published by Bizezia Limited ("the publisher"). It 

is protected by copyright law and reproduction 

in whole or in part without the publisher’s 

written permission is strictly prohibited. The 

publisher may be contacted at info@bizezia.com  

(+44 (0)1444 884220). 

 

The article is published without responsibility by 

the publisher or any contributing author for any 
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choose not to take, as a result of this article or 

any view expressed herein.  
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contained in this publication is correct at the 
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completeness. Any hyperlinks in the article were 
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