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The other day, I came 

across some strange (at 
least to me) words used in 

India The terms lakh 

(100,000) and crore 

(10,000,000) are used in 
Indian English to express 

large numbers. For 

example, in India 150,000 

rupees becomes 1.5 lakh 

rupees, written as 1,50,000 
or INR 1,50,000. 
 

Confused? 

 

Well, we all know what a Million 

is: a thousand, thousand. 

But what about a Milliard? It’s a 

thousand million, written as "1 × 

109" in scientific notation. 

 

Then there’s a Billion. It can 

mean a thousand million or a 

million, million. Actually, the 

Oxford Dictionaries say a billion 

used to be equivalent to a million, 

million in other words (or rather 

numbers), 1,000,000,000,000), 

while in American English it has 

always equated to a thousand 

million (that is, 1,000,000,000). 

British English has now adopted 

the American figure, so that a 

billion equals a thousand million in 

both varieties of English. At least 

for most of the time. 

 

The next big number after billion 

is Trillion. The Oxford 

Dictionaries say that in British 

English, a trillion used to mean a 

million, million, million (which is 

written as 

1,000,000,000,000,000,000). 

Nowadays, it's generally held to 

be equivalent to a million, million 

(1,000,000,000,000), as it is in 

American English. 
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